THE COASTAL OCEAN, defined here as waters covering the continental margin, has become an area of intense study. A driving impetus always has been to understand the complex oceanographic transitions between land and deep sea. However, recently this has been joined with a host of other more applied stimuli including: pollution concerns, military needs, commercial endeavors, and climatic relevance. Clearly the spectrum of coastal research requires studies of waves and currents, chemical composition and productivity of seawater. These imperatives explain the need for physical, chemical, and biological oceanographers, but why involve geological oceanographers?
